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THE RHONE RANGERS, PRODUCERS OF AMERICAN RHONE WINES, WILL RIDE INTO SEATTLE THIS JULY FOR TWO TASTING EVENTS.
July 14 - Rhone Rangers host a tasting for the Washington wine 
trade and media
July 15 - Rhone Rangers join FareStart for their 

annual Guest Chef on the Waterfront Event

May 18, 2009, Seattle, WA – The Rhone Rangers will present their premium American-produced Rhone wines at two events this summer in Seattle.  On July 14, the Rhone Rangers will pour their wines for the wine trade, and on July 15, they will be the exclusive wine sponsor for FareStart’s annual Guest Chef on the Waterfront event for the 5th year in a row.  Both events will be held at the Bell Harbor International Conference Center at Pier 66 on the Seattle waterfront.
At both events, over forty Rhone Ranger winemakers from California, Washington, Idaho and Oregon will be pouring more than 150 distinctive premium Rhone varietal wines.  Attendees can taste such red varietals as Syrah (shiraz), Grenache, Mourvedre and Petite Sirah, along with select white varietals including Viognier, Roussanne and Marsanne.
“We look forward to these events each year,” said Jason Haas, partner at Tablas Creek Vineyard in Paso Robles and president of the Rhone Rangers board of directors. “Each year we have seen more response to our tasting events. Washington State is a leading producer of American Rhone wines, and Washington State’s consumers and trade are exceptionally knowledgeable and interested in the sorts of wines we make.  We are also honored to participate as the exclusive wine sponsors for FareStart’s event.”
Sample List of Rhone Rangers Wineries: 

Adelaida Cellars

Alexander Valley Vineyards

Arrowood Vineyards & Winery

Barrel 27

Bonterra Vineyards

Bridlewood Winery

Cass Winery

Clayhouse

Cline Cellars

Columbia Crest Winery

Columbia Winery

DelRio

Domaine Serene

Ecluse Wines

Four Vines Winery

Goedhart Family Cellars

Io Wines

J. Lohr Vineyards & Wines

Justin Winery

Kenneth Volk Vineyards

Kinton Wines

Koehler
L'Aventure Winery 
Lawer Family Winery
Longboard Vineyards

Maison Bleue

McCrea Cellars

Michael-David Vineyards

Novy Family Winery

Olsen Ogden
Palmeri

Robert Hall Winery

Sarah's Vineyard

Sawtooth Winery

Snoqualmie

Steele Wines

Tablas Creek Vineyard

Terry Hoage Vineyards

Vina Robles

Volcano Vineyards

Walter Dacon Wines

Zaca Mesa Winery

Zefina

. 
July 14, 2- 5:30 pm - Rhone Rangers host tasting for the Washington wine trade industry

The Trade is invited to taste wines from forty Rhone Rangers member wineries during this exclusive three and half hour event, open only to credentialed members of the wine trade and media. Qualified Trade members may register for the exclusive complimentary July 14 Rhone Ranger Tasting by visiting www.rhonerangers.org or direct to: rhonerangerevents@prmatters.com 
Event Location: Bell Harbor’s Elliott Hall at Pier 66

Maritime Event Center (previously known as the Odyssey Museum)
2211 Alaskan Way, Pier 66, Seattle, WA  98121

July 15 - Rhone Rangers Join FareStart at Guest Chef on the Waterfront Event

Attendees will savor bites from over 35 of the Seattle area’s most talented chefs and taste wine from more than forty Rhone Ranger wineries. This popular annual summer tasting event attracts over 1200 attendees to Bell Harbor’s Elliott Hall at Pier 66. All proceeds will directly benefit FareStart’s job training and placement program.  This summer’s tasting celebration includes games of chance, live jazz and a beautiful sunset.  Participating restaurants include Canlis, Luigi’s Little Italy, Barking Frog, Cantinetta, Il Fornaio, FareStart, Jolly Roger & Maritime Pacific Brewery, Matt’s in the Market, Ray’s Boathouse, Skillet, Veraci Pizza, Waterfront Seafood Grill and many more.
To purchase tickets: www.farestart.org 
Event Location: Bell Harbor’s Elliott Hall at Pier 66

Bell Harbor Conference Center

2211 Alaskan Way, Pier 66
Seattle, WA 98121
About the Rhone Rangers 

The Rhone Rangers started from a small gathering of American vintners dedicated to the production of wines from the grapes native to France’s Rhone Valley who began meeting informally in the 1980s.  As their numbers expanded, they organized themselves under the name “Rhone Rangers.”  The Rhone Rangers is a non-profit organization focused on promoting the enjoyment of Rhone varietal wines produced in the United States.  These grapes include the 22 traditional varieties approved by the French government grown in the Cotes du Rhone, as well as Durif (Petite Sirah). 

About FareStart 
FareStart is a job training and placement program for homeless and disadvantaged individuals. The 16-week culinary training program combines hands-on food service training with classroom instruction, individual case management, and job placement services. Graduates are prepared to step into and thrive at jobs in the restaurant and food-service industry. Over the past 16 years, FareStart has provided the opportunity for more than 2,000 people to transform their lives, while also serving nearly 3 million meals to disadvantaged men, women, and children. 

# # #
